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Scientific Note: 



Notes on some rare Planipennia species in East Turkey 
(Neuroptera, Myrmeleonidae, Ascalaphidae, Nemopteridae) 



Ahmet O.Koqak Muhabbet Kemal 



Within tlie field programs of the year 2008, the authors visited various places in the remote 
areas of Turkey on late May. South East Turkey is one of the less known region regarding the fauna 
of neuropterous insects. Among the reasons, the insecurity of the remote areas cannot be omitted. 
This case is still continuing. ^ 

Further faunal studies in the remote areas of the province will be carried out by the authors 
in this year. 

In 2003, a very interesting species of the family Myrmeleonidae was found by the first 
author from the vicinity of Daglica (Hakkari Province, S.E.Turkey). After a long evaluation period, 
it was described as Echthromyrmex sehitlerolmez to the science.^ The holotype, preserved in the 
collection of the Cesa, is illustrated here for the first time (Fig.i). This species inhabits at Daglica 



' An incredible reality in East Turkey: For many years, the turkish scientists, carrying out their researches in the remote and dangerous areas of the East 
Turkey, are being protected not by the responsible soldiers, but the souls of the mart3TS. It is therefore, the scientific name of Echthromyrmex 
sehitlerolmez (Myrmeleonidae) from Daglica near the Iraqi border, is dedicated by the authors to the martyrs. 
http://www.members.tripod.com/entcesa/Cesa8.pdf The following brief document shows some evidences on the current circumstances. From an official 
Turkish e-mail message to TSK on 27 April 2008 (without response so far): "ilgili Makamlara, Ekte sunulan beige, Genel Kurmay Ba§kanligi, Jandarma 
Genel Komutanligi ve ilgili Jandarma Bolge Komutanliklanmn g6ru§leri igin hazirlanmi§ olup kirsal kesimlerde yiiriitiilmekte olan bilimsel 
ara§tirmalanmizi ve bazi sorunlari yansitmaktadir. Geregini saygilarimla arz ve rica ederim. Prof. Dr. Ahmet Omer Kogak (Yiizuncii Yil Universitesi Fen 
Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Dekam, Van) - "....B olge Giivenligi: Bolgedeki Qali§malanmiz sirasinda ki§isel konaklama imkanlanmiz ^ergevesinde ilgili bolge 
karakolu kullamlmi^tir. Bunun di^indald ozelhkle gece operasyonlanmizda sadece ULU ONDERIMlZ ATATURK'UN VE KAHRAMAN §EHiTLERiMiZiN 
ruhlan bizi korumu§tur. Bu kirk yil once de boyleydi, yarin da boyle olacagi agiktir. Bilimsel Qali§malarimizin Diger Sonuglari: 
Gegmi^ yillarda gergekle^tirdigimiz kirsal bolge gali^malari sirasindaki ge§itli tespitler, bilim alemine tarafimizdan 2002 de yayinlanan bazi bilimsel 
isimlerle dile getirilmi§tir. Bunlar arasmda askeri anlam ta§iyan Polyommatus eumedon ssp. NAMUS ve Polyommatus crassipuncta ssp. MEHMETCIK, 
Van'in Qatak ilgesi kirsahnda tarafimizdan bulunarak isimlendirilmi§ iki kelebek alttiiriidur. Bu yil ise, 2003 yilinda Daglica kirsalinda gece topladigimiz bir 
tiire E. SEHITLEROLMEZ bilimsel adini vererek, bizim gibi korumasiz bilim adamlarina, 90k giizel ama ne yazik ki giivensiz daglarimizda' sahip gikan AZIZ 
§EHiTLERiMiZiN RUHLARINA atfederek onlara olan borcumuzu 6demi§ bulunuyoruz..." Studying in some remote areas in East Turkey is clearly a 
matter of life or death. 

For other details visit the official Web Page of the Turkish General Staff (TGS) in Turkish: 
http://www.tsk.mil.tr/HABERLER ve OLAYLAR/.'^ Terorle Mucadele/terorle mucadele 2008.htm 



^ Ko(;ak,A.6. & M.Kemal,2008, Description of a new species Echthromyrmex sehitlerolmez sp.n. (Planipennia, Myrmeleonidae) from South East Turkey. 
Cent. ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 138: 4-5, 1 map. 
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together with Palpares solidus Gers., another rare nocturnal species of the family Myrmeleonidae, 
extending from South East Turkey, northern Iraq, Iran and Afghanistan (Figs. 2,3). 
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Fig. 1- Echthromyrmex sehitlerolmez (Myrmeleonidae) (Holotype) upperside of female Turkey Hakkari Pr. 
Yiiksekova: Daglica Ye§ilta§ Gorge 1500m, 27 8 2003, A Kogak leg. PVi M Kemal (coll. Cesa) 

Daglica is a mountainous area of the Province Hakkari. At this place, 12 martyrs of Turkish 
Army during a nighttime attack by the terorists (PKK) on 21 October 2007 around Ye§ilta§ and 
Daglica, where the species collected by the author. Therefore, the new species is dedicated by the 
authors to these martyrs. 

The genus Echthromyrmex in the family Myrmeleonidae was described by McLachlan 
ini867. Its representatives are very little known in the world (Map 1). 

The genus Ptyngidricerus in the family Ascalaphidae was described by Van der Weele in 
1908. Recently several new taxa were described from various localities in West Asia (Abraham & 
Meszaros,2002)3. In Turkey, the genus is represented by P. albardanus (McLachlan,i89i), 
described from Mardin. This nocturnal species is also known from Malatya, Bitlis (Kusgunkiran 
pass). Van (Qatak), and Hakkari (Zap valley) (Abraham & Meszaros,2002; authors in litt.) (Map 
2). In the new locality Kozluk (Batman Prov.), the diurnal specimen approaches to albardanus to 
some degree (Fig.4). Further researches will be carried out very soon in this area. 

The genus Lertha extensa (01ivier,i8ii) in the family iVemoptendae is distributed in South 
East Turkey. It is currently known in the following provinces: §anliurfa, Mardin, Diyarbakir, 
§irnak, Siirt, Batman, Bitlis, and Van (Fig.5). Field studies on the determining of the distribution 
of this species is still continuing. 



3 Abraham.L. & Z.Meszaros, 2002, Ascalaphid studies I. New genera and species of Ascalaphid from Palaearctic Region (Neuroptera, Ascalaphidae). Acta 
phytopath. Ent. Hung. 37 (4): 385-405, figs. 
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Fig. 2- Palpares solidus {Myrtneleonidae) (male) Turkey Hakkari Pr. Yiiksekova Daglica Ye§ilta§ Gorge 
1500m 27 8 2003 A Kogak leg. PVi M Kemal (Cesa) 




Fig. 3- Palpares solidus (Myrtneleonidae) (female) Turkey Hakkari Pr. Yiiksekova Daglica Ye§ilta§ Gorge 1500m 

27 8 2003 A Kofalc leg. PVI M Kemal (Cesa) 
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Fig. 4- Ptyngidricerus off. albardanus (Ascalaphidae) (male). Turkey, Batman Prov., Kozluk, Yukanaligli 
700m 28 5 2008 M.Kemal leg., photo A.Kogak (Cesa) 




Fig. 5- Lertha extensa iNemopteridae). Turkey, Mardin Prov., Omerli, Amttepe 1080m 28.5.2008, 
M.Kemal & K.Akm leg. photo A.Kogak (Cesa). 
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Map 1- Distribution of the species of the genus Echthromyrmex in the World (Myrmeleonidae) 
(from Kogak & Kemal, 2008, Cent. ent. Stud., Misc. Pap. 138: 5) 




Map 2- Distribution of the species Ptyngidricerus albardanus in Turkey (Ascalaphidae) 
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